One + One + One = One

{CAM}

Scripture: 2 Peter 1: 4 – 12 
{RAM}

Introduction
What is the scripture reading talking about?  Read verses 4 - 7 
· Therefore present truth has to do with character development

· Relate Present Truth to Marriage : Individual – Family – Church – Community- country 

{CAM}
The work of sanctification begins in the home. Those who are Christians in the home will be Christians in the church and in the world. {ML 261.6}

{RAM}

Receiving Latter rain, where does this work begin? specifically in the home
· Active in the Church, 
· Winning Souls, 
· returning tithe, 
· eating well, 
· living in country, 
· know Bible Prohecy....
If you are not a Christian in your Home: NO Latter Rain
There is no virtue in your prayers to God when you get right up from your prayers and begin to speak sharp words and make yourself disagreeable in your family. When you get up from your prayers and begin to fret and to find fault with everything ...your prayers don't go any higher than your head. Shall we now have that faith that works by love and purifies the soul here where this reformation means so much? ...because the latter rain is coming, and we want the vessel all cleansed from its work of impurity. {1SAT 197.2}  

· Those non-married can relate the same principles to their relationships 

Two Before One:
{RAM}

1 Cor 7:28  But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.
2 different individuals with 2 different backgrounds:
· Each have their own personality, opinions, ideas, etc
· Each have different experiences growing up that help shape their characters

· Problems can arise in a marriage due to past experiences and childhood upbringing that cause a spouse to behave in an unpleasant way even unknown to the spouse themself
{CAM}

EXAMPLES:

· Hanging clothes different organized way

· Toilet paper roll

· Shoes

· How money is spent (priorities)

· Disrespectful conversations in private and public (embarass spouse)

· Camille Example

· Tardiness 

· Ramalho Example

{RAM}

The old ways, the hereditary tendencies, the former habits, must be given up; for grace is not inherited. The new birth consists in having new motives, new tastes, new tendencies. Those who are begotten unto a new life by the Holy Spirit, have become partakers of the divine nature, and in all their habits and practices, they will give evidence of their relationship to Christ. When men who claim to be Christians retain all their natural defects of character and disposition, in what does their position differ from that of the worldling? They do not appreciate the truth as a sanctifier, a refiner. They have not been born again.  {RH, April 12, 1892 par. 9}  
{CAM}

· Me focus explained :  Passive Aggressive and Blowing Up Anger
Do not try to compel each other to do as you wish. You cannot do this and retain each other's love. Manifestations of self-will destroy the peace and happiness of the home. Let not your married life be one of contention. If you do, you will both be unhappy. Be kind in speech and gentle in action, giving up your own wishes. Watch well your words, for they have a powerful influence for good or for ill. Allow no sharpness to come into your voices. Bring into your united life the fragrance of Christlikeness.  {AH 107.1}  
In the married life men and women sometimes act like undisciplined, perverse children. The husband wants his way, and the wife wants her way, and neither is willing to yield. Such a condition of things can bring only the greatest unhappiness. Both husband and wife should be willing to yield his or her way or opinion. There is no possibility of happiness while they both persists in doing as they please.  {AH 118.3}  

{RAM}
What if one party does not want to work on marriage crisis

· The other spouse would need to continue to praying,
· constantly seek the Lord, and be a witness
· see the unwilling spouse as an unbeliever that needs to be won to Christ
{CAM}

What if one party does not want to talk about the problem after an argument?
·  The other spouse if surrendered to the Lord should first come to reconcile with the other.  
Gal 6:1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

· Past hurts in the marriage why not willing to talk 
Mistakes are made through ignorance, and the result that is sure to follow is misunderstanding and alienation. If the husband and wife would freely talk over the matter with each other in the spirit of Christ, the difficulty would be healed. But too often they remain apart, and brood over the trouble, and it wounds them continually. If they loved God supremely, their hearts would be so filled, so satisfied, with His love that they would not be consumed with longing for affection to be manifested in acts toward themselves. {1888 1215}  

Two Becoming One:
{RAM}
What is the role of a husband?
Eph 5:23  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
Col 3:19  Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

1 Peter 3:7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
House - Band

· Binds the family (pictures) 
The husband is the house-band of the home treasures, binding by his strong, earnest, devoted affection the members of the household, mother and children, together in the strongest bonds of union.  {AH 211.2}  His name, "house-band," is the true definition of husband. . . . I saw that but few fathers realize their responsibility.  {AH 211.3}  
· Emotionally 

· Listening to concerns

· Words of appreciation

· Very Supportive
· Help to train children

· Giving affection

The husband and father is the head of the household. The wife looks to him for love and sympathy and for aid in the training of the children; and this is right. AH 211
The father should encourage and sustain the mother in her work of care by his cheerful looks and kind words. Try to help your wife in the conflict before her. Be careful of your words, cultivate refinement of manners, courtesy, gentleness, and you will be rewarded for so doing.  Whatever may be his calling and its perplexities, let the father take into his home the same smiling countenance and pleasant tones with which he has all day greeted visitors and strangers. Let the wife feel that she can lean upon the large affections of her husband--that his arms will strengthen and uphold her through all her toils and cares, that his influence will sustain hers AH 216

· Be the spiritual head by being an example

· Servant leader, lead like Christ

The Lord Jesus has not been correctly represented in His relation to the church by many husbands in their relation to their wives, for they do not keep the way of the Lord. . . . It was not the design of God that the husband should have control, as head of the house, when he himself does not submit to Christ.—Manuscript 17, 1891 (Manuscript Releases, vol. 21, pp. 214, 215).

{CAM}

· House visitor discussion example
{RAM}

To the man who is a husband and a father, I would say, Be sure that a pure, holy atmosphere surrounds your soul. . . . You are to learn daily of Christ. Never, never are you to show a tyrannical spirit in the home. The man who does this is working in partnership with satanic agencies. Bring your will into submission to the will of God. Do all in your power to make the life of your wife pleasant and happy. AH 213

It is no evidence of manliness in the husband for him to dwell constantly upon his position as head of the family. It does not increase respect for him to hear him quoting Scripture to sustain his claims to authority. It will not make him more manly to require his wife, the mother of his children, to act upon his plans as if they were infallible. AH 215

You have looked upon it as a weakness to be kind, tender, and sympathetic and have thought it beneath your dignity to speak tenderly, gently, and lovingly to your wife. Here you mistake in what true manliness and dignity consist. The disposition to leave deeds of kindness undone is a manifest weakness and defect in your character... If the husband is tyrannical, exacting, critical of the actions of his wife, he cannot hold her respect and affection, and the marriage relation will become odious to her. She will not love her husband, because he does not try to make himself lovable. AH 228
· Financially

The husband should cultivate industrious habits, doing his best to support his family. This will lead his wife to have respect for him. . . .  {AH 345.4}  
· Physically

· Loving touches such as hugs

· Spending time, Quality time
· Ensuring health of family as far as possible
Especially should he be very tender of the feelings of a feeble wife. He can shut the door against much disease. Kind, cheerful, and encouraging words will prove more effective than the most healing medicines. These will bring courage to the heart of the desponding and discouraged, and the happiness and sunshine brought into the family by kind acts and encouraging words will repay the effort tenfold. AH 217

· Helping with duties

Domestic duties are sacred and important; yet they are often attended by a weary monotony. The countless cares and perplexities become irritating without the variety of change and cheerful relaxation which the husband and father frequently has . . . in his power to grant her if he chose--or rather if he thought it necessary or desirable to do so. AH 217

· Respectful, kind and gentle

 He should begin the work of reformation at home; he should cultivate affection and overcome the coarse, harsh, unfeeling, and ungenerous traits of his disposition.  The husband and father who is morose, selfish, and overbearing is not only unhappy himself, but he casts gloom upon all the inmates of his home....You think too much of your opinion; you have taken extreme positions, and have not been willing that your wife's judgment should have the weight it should in your family.Part A You have not encouraged respect for your wife yourself nor educated your children to respect her judgment. You have not made her your equal, but have rather taken the reins of government and control into your own hands and held them with a firm grasp. You have not an affectionate, sympathetic disposition. These traits of character you need to cultivate if you want to be an overcomer and if you want the blessing of God in your family. AH 227Part B
What would it look like or what would happen if a man neglects his God giving role?
· Wife unhappy and disrespectful
· Come out in children, youth or adulthood

· Wife can be sickly or unhealthy

· Unnecessary debt

· Home would be a gloomy place 

· Family could be lost

{CAM}

What is the role of a wife?

Genesis 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

· Helpmeet to husband
· Stand by his side 
Woman should fill the position which God originally designed for her, as... her husband's equal-- to stand by his side, she faithful at her post of duty and he at his. AH 231

· Submit to husband
Col 3:18  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 

The wife is to respect and reverence her husband, and the husband is to love and cherish his wife.  {AH 103.4}  

· Reverence = We reverence superiors for their age, their authority and their virtues. We ought to reverence parents and upright judges and magistrates.

· See him as your superior
· He has last say unless it goes against morality or conscience

· He is head of home

· Explain extremes: 
· trying to usurp his authority  

Eve had been perfectly happy by her husband's side in her Eden home; but, like restless modern Eves, she was flattered with the hope of entering a higher sphere than that which God had assigned her. In attempting to rise above her original position, she fell far below it. A similar result will be reached by all who are unwilling to take up cheerfully their life duties in accordance with God's plan. In their efforts to reach positions for which He has not fitted them, many are leaving vacant the place where they might be a blessing. In their desire for a higher sphere, many have sacrificed true womanly dignity and nobility of character, and have left undone the very work that Heaven appointed them.  {PP 59.1}  

· submitting even when morally not required to do so
It is a mistake to imagine that with blind devotion she is to do exactly as her husband says in all things, when she knows that in so doing, injury would be worked for her body and her spirit..When husbands require the complete subjection of their wives, declaring that women have no voice or will in the family, but must render entire submission, they place their wives in a position contrary to the Scripture. AH 116

· Queen of household
The mother is the queen of the home, and the children are her subjects. She is to rule her household wisely, in the dignity of her motherhood. AH 232

· Rule household wisely 
· Incorporates: 
· Cooking healthy meals
· Clean house

· Training of children

· Help control finances
Habits of self-indulgence or a want of tact and skill on the part of the wife and mother may be a constant drain upon the treasury; and yet that mother may think she is doing her best because she has never been taught to restrict her wants or the wants of her children and has never acquired skill and tact in household matters. Hence one family may require for its support twice the amount that would suffice for another family of the same size.  {AH 374.3}  

· Budgeting, money is the Lord’s

· Husband to encourage and trust Wife to do her duty of money management
The mother is God's agent to Christianize her family. She is to exemplify Biblical religion, showing how its influence is to control us in its everyday duties and pleasures, teaching her children that by grace alone can they be saved, through faith, which is the gift of God. AH 235

· Prov 31 (Malo read verse and Camille explains)
· :11
· :12
· :14 (also see above on finances)
· :22
· :26

· :27

TAKE MY NOTEBOOK ON PROV 31

What would it look like or what would happen if a woman neglects her God giving role?

· Resentful Husband
· Unneccessary debt

· Rebellion and unhappiness in the children, youth or adulthood

· Family can be sickly or unhealthy

· Home would be a gloomy place 

· Family could be lost

Three Become One:
{RAM}

Matt 19:5  And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
Matt 19:6  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
Gal 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Neither husband nor wife is to make a plea for rulership. The Lord has laid down the principle that is to guide in this matter. The husband is to cherish his wife as Christ cherishes the church. And the wife is to respect and love her husband. Both are to cultivate the spirit of kindness, being determined never to grieve or injure the other. . . .  {AH 106.4}  

Skunk:

What happens when you step on a skunk? 
What ever is in the skunk comes out: stinks all around the area, you become stink, hard to get rid of, the smell is overbearing.
- When things smell real bad it generally travels farther.

{CAM}

Roses:

What happens when you step on Roses? 

What ever is in the roses comes out: sweet, delicate, enjoyable, delighful smell. 
- When things smells good it requires a closer encounter.

What happen when the husband steps on the wife?

{RAM}

What  happens when the wife steps on the husband? 







              
Skunk: Gal 5:19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 5:20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 5:21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

{CAM}

Roses: Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 5:23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 5:24  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.
{RAM}

A Promise:

Every promise that is in God's book holds out to us the encouragement that we may be partakers of the divine nature. This is the possibility--to rely upon God, to believe His Word, to work His works, and this we can do when we lay hold of the divinity of Christ…As we lay hold of the power thus placed within our reach, we receive a hope so strong that we can rely wholly upon God's promise; and laying hold of the possibilities there are in Christ, we become the sons and daughters of God. . . .  {ML 274.2}  

APPEAL:

A Home Where Jesus loves:
At the home of Lazarus, Jesus had often found rest. The Saviour had no home of His own; He was dependent on the hospitality of His friends and disciples, and often, when weary, thirsting for human fellowship, He had been glad to escape to this peaceful household, away from the suspicion and jealousy of the angry Pharisees. Here He found a sincere welcome, and pure, holy friendship. Here He could speak with simplicity and perfect freedom, knowing that His words would be understood and treasured.  Our Saviour appreciated a quiet home and interested listeners. {DA 524}

Is Your Home a Place Where Jesus Loves to Be?
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